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of Advent
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EUCHARISTIC LITURGIES
Weekends: Saturday ................c..... 4:30PM .
SAM & 11AM Parish Telephone Numbers

724-872-3555
Weekdays & Holy Day 724-872-3373

Consult Mass schedule inside the bulletin. 724-872-3486
Sacrament of Reconciliation

The Sacrament is celebrated on Saturdays
at 12:00 Noon or by appointment.

Website: www.stannerostraver.org

Advent Evening of Reflection

All men of the Parish are invited to an Advent Evening of Reflection,
sponsored by the Holy Name Society, on Friday, December 21, at 6:30 p.m.

Father Michael Crookston, pastor of Epiphany of Our Lord Parish,
Monessen, will be the speaker. Following the presentation,

refreshments will be served in the Social Hall.
For planning purposes, please call the Parish Office,
724-872-35535, if you are able to attend.

NN

Advent Party

All Christian Mothers and Guests are invited to the annual Advent Party on
Sunday, December 16, at 1:00 p.m. The thigh teaO luncheon will be held at the
Serendipity Hall located at 435 Speers Street, North Belle Vernon (the former
Lions building). The cost is $25.00 per person, and reservations may be made by
contacting Erica Browder, 724-823-0709 or 1-301-437-3057. Welcomed is the
payment for this event in the collection basket in an envelope marked Advent
Party for Christian Mothers, deadline of which is this Tuesday, December 11.
We are looking forward to an afternoon of sipping tea and celebrating the sea-
son. Feel free to wear your fancy hat!
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FAITH FORMATION-ORGANIZATIONS
MINISTRIES-PRAYER GROUPS
Faith Formation ~ Grades 1, 2 & 3:

Students attend class every Sunday morning from 9:30 a.m.
until 10:45 a.m. according to a préviously mailed schedule.

Faith Formation ~ Grades 4,5, 6,7 & 8:

Students attend class on biweekly Mondays from 7:00 p.m.
until 8:30 p.m. according to a previously mailed schedule.

Please Note: Schedules are also available on
the Website, www.stannerostraver.org.

Baptism Preparation Class (Pre-Jordan):

Parents and sponsors are re%uired to participate before the day
of Baptism. To register for an upcomm% class, call the
Office of Faith Formation, 724-8 2-3486.
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New Society:

Members meet Tuesdays at 12:00 noon for afternoon
fellowship, unléss otherwise planned.

Christian Mothers:

Members gather trimonthly and attend the 8:00 a.m. Mass on
the third Sunday of the month followed by a business meeting,
unless otherwise planned.

Holy Name Society:

Members attend the 8:00 a.m. Mass on the second Sunday of
the month followed by a business meeting, unless
otherwise planned.
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Sr. High Youth Ministry ~ Grades 9,10, 11 & 12:

Monthly meetin% are held on the second Sunday of the
month, unless otherwise planned.

Respect Life Ministry: Mary Harris ~ 724-872-6777

Outreach Ministry:

Are you a housebound parishioner needing companly' a
caregiver needing a break from an everﬁyda Toutine? Please
call the Parish Office, 724-872-3555.

Prayer Shawl Ministry:

Meetin(%s are held on the third Wednesday of the month from
6:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m., unless othérwise planned.
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Disciples of Prayer:

Do you need someone to pray for Bou or for Iour sgecial
inténtions? Please call the Parish Office, 724-872-3555.

The Chaplet of Divine Mercy:

Gatherings are held every Thursday at 3:00 p.m. unless
otherwise mentioned. Call the Parish Office, 724-872-3555,
for more information.

Service Men and Women Praver Requests:

As we would like to remember those Parishi_oners or famil¥
members who are serving in an area ot conflict, please notity
the Parish Office so that we can keep them in prayer.

Prayer Requests:

General requests will be mentioned at Mass during the
General Intercessions and should focus on—a) the needs of
the Church, b) for public authorities and salvation of the
whole world, c) for those burdened by any difficulty, d) for
the local community. Please email your requests to
Father Vince, vgigliotti@dioceseofgreensburg.org.

FAITH FORMATION

Parents are reminded to refer to the previously mailed
schedule for future class dates and times or to the Website,
www.stannerostraver.org. Choose fiFormationd and ACCD
& Children Liturgy of the Word.0

A REMINDER FOR THOSE SHOPPING
FOR ANGEL TREE GIFTS—PLEASE DO
NOT WRAP YOUR GIFT. Just place your
gift and some tissue in a decorative bag, tape the
card given to you at the time your angel was
selected to the outside of the bag and bring your
bagged gift to the Social Hall this Friday, December 14,
from 9:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m. and this Saturday, December
15, from 9:00 a.m. until 12:00 Noon. Suggested items to
purchase are listed, and gifts worth at least $20.00 are re-
quested. (It may be a good idea to accompany the gift with
a gift voucher indicating store of purchase in case exchange
is needed.) Please call Barbara, 724-872-3486, in the Office
of Faith Formation for more information.

THE HOLIDAY YOUTH CHOIR -«

(v} for those in grades 4 through 12, in ﬂ e

% preparation to sing for the 5:00 p.m. %oﬁ
Mass on Christmas Eve, will continue

practice tomorrow, Monday, December 10, from

6:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m. Call Director of Music, Rosemary

Hako, 724-379-6653, for more information.

MANDATED REPORTER TRAINING will be held to-
day, Sunday, December 9, from 1:30 p.m. until 4:30 p.m.
iMa nd at e doifen-tnic bnky requirement.

Please call Barbara Zucconi, 724-872-3486, in the Office of
Faith Formation for further information.

Thank You . . .

€ to the James Stump Funeral Home for providing us with
the Catholic Calendar for 2019. We always look forward
to the Catholic Calendar for the upcoming year, and appre-
ciate their generosity.

...to all who supported and shopped at the Vendor Show,
to all of those who came to display their specialties, to
those who prepared the soup and chili for the shoppers and
to those who set up, worked and tidied up. A special thank
you to our Christian Mother, Mary Kovscek, chairperson
for the event, who organized and made the Show the huge
success it was!

DOES YOUR MARRIAGE NEED A RE-BIRTH? Begin
the New Year by making an effort to renew your marriage.
Retrouvaille has helped tens of thousands of couples experi-
encing marital difficulty at all levels including disillusionment
and deep misery. For confidential information about or to reg-
ister for the upcoming program beginning in January, 2019,
please contact Retrouvaille, 412-277-3434, or visit
http://www.retrouvailleofpittsburghinc.org./

WITNESSES
Our actions are the best witnesses of our thoughts.

—Anonymous
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CHRISTMAS FLOWERS—Use the envelope in your enve-
lope packet to donate for Christmas flowers. Those parishioners
donating online can Email mkoshar@dioceseofgreensburg.org
to submit names and donors, and your Email will be coupled
with your donation. Next Sunday, December 16, is the deadline
date for Christmas Flower memorials.
[ ]

ADVENT PENANCE SERVICES
Confession is one way of making a spiritual renewal in our
lives. The following are dates and times for the penance ser-
vices in our area.

Holy Family Church, West Newton

this Wednesday, December 12 at 7:00 p.m.

**************

St. Sebastian Church, Belle Vernon
Monday, December 17 at 6:30 p.m.

*************

Church of St. Anne, Rostraver
Tuesday, December 18 at 7:00 p.m.
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St. John the Baptist Church, Perryopolis
Wednesday, December 19 at 7:00 p.m.

Epiphany of Our Lord, Monessen
Thursday, December 20 at 7:00 p.m.

This Sacrament is available here at St. Anne Church every
Saturday at Noon or by appointment.

* MASS SCHEDULE 5%@\5)9
The Nativity of the Lord (Christmas Eve & Christmas Day)
Monday, December 24, Christmas Eve @ 5:00 p.m.
Monday, December 24, Christmas Eve @ 10:30 p.m.
(Singing with the Choir & Congregational Participation will
begin at 10:00 p.m. on Christmas Eve.)

Monday, December 25, Christmas Day @ 10:00 a.m.

The Solemnity of Mary, the Holy Mother of God
Monday, December 31, New Year® Eve @ 5:00 p.m.
Tuesday, January 1, New Year& Day @ 9:00 a.m.

**QUICK CASH** available for someone willing to
provide reliable transportation from Rostraver to the Pitts-
burgh Airport (and return) on a weekly basis. Will pay
agreed upon trip rates. Contact Joe @ 724-971-4239 with
interest.

OPLATKI (Christmas Wafers) are available in the en-
trances of the Church while supplies last—three white, one
pink. The price is $2.00/packet.

IN OUR PRAYERS, LET US REMEMBER all of the
homebound of the Parish and all of those who need our
prayers.

LIVING GOD& WORD—Advent is about the very
place from which all of our dreams begin—in God. ItGs
where gorges of human pain and suffering are filled and
where mountains of injustice are brought low. It& the way

God begins to lead the people home to where it all began.
OWorl d Library Publicat

or centuries the Advent Wreath has been part of the
spiritual preparation for Christmas. The evergreen branch-
es represent everlasting life promised to us by Jesus. The
candles remind us that Jesus came into the world to dispel
darkness and radiate the light of God& love. Each week in
Advent, a new candle is lit, joining the others lit in previ-
ous weeks.

As we relight the first week purple candle, which signi-
fies hope, we pray: De ar God, hel p e
family to wait patiently
wi t h.Aman.p e

As we light the second week purple candle, which sig-
nifies peace, wepray: De ar God, hel p
family to wait in wonder
Fill us with aAweep sense

As we light the third week pink candle, which signifies
joy,wepray: Dear God, hel p each
understand the true meaning
joy as we wait fAamen the comin

As we light the fourth week purple candle, which signi-
fies love, we pray: De ar God, hel p each
family grow in appreciation
the birth of Jewmems. Fill wus

OUR SYMPATHY AND PRAYERS are extended to
our Parishioner, Cecelia (Farkosh) Metz, whose sister,
Julia Kimberley, passed from this life. May she rest in
peace, and may her family find comfort through our
prayers.

ach
f o

each
and
of

me

TAKE TIME TO SMILE! As a boy, Paul had sur-

vived the terrible Johnstown. Pennsylvania, flood of

1889. Throughout his long life, he told the story to eve-

ryone he met. When he died and went to heaven, he

asked Saint Peter if he could tell everyone the story of

the big flood. Peter said it could be arranged. fiB u t I
shoul d wRetergaid,yibaig h wi | | be i
e n © élave a great second week of Advent!

PARISH STEWARDSHIP ~ Sunday, December 2, 2018
301 Adult Regular Collection Envelopes: 6,747.00
6 Young Adult Envelopes: 14.00
Loose: 323.00
Votive: 173.25
Poor Box: 104.00
1 Diocesan Poverty Relief/CRS Appeal
Envelope:
added to that previously reported, $907.00,
for a total of $917.00
1 Retired Greensburg Diocesan Priests/
Religious Envelope:  $
added to that previously reported, $1,204.00,
for a total of $1,214.00
1 Solemnity of All Saints Envelope: $ 10.00
124 Christmas Flower Envelopes: $  2,179.00
Weekend Collection Total: §_9,570.25
Online giving, 11/29/18, through 12/05/18,
16 Families, Weekly Sunday Offering: $ 390.00
1 Family, Christmas Altar Flowers: § 30.00

$ _9.990.25
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SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Saturday, December 8
4:30 p.m. Louise Hogg
Daughter, Lara Kovalchuk
Sunday, December 9
8:00 a.m. Parish Family
11:00 a.m. Stephen Petrus-Family

THE FRONT ENTRANCE DOORS ARE LOCKED FOR DAILY
MASS & FOR PRIVATE PRAYER DURING USUAL CHURCH
HOURS. PLEASE USE THE ELEVATOR LOBBY DOOR AT THE
SIDE ENTRANCE TO ENTER THE CHURCH FOR DAILY MASS
ORIF YOU WISH TO PRAY PRIVATELY.

Monday, December 10
8:00 a.m. Novena-Our Lady of Perpetual Help
John Ridgway-Dolores Ridgway

Tuesday, December 11
8:00 a.m. Joseph Mackin-Margaret & John Chabala

Thursday, December 13

8:00 a.m. Novena-Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal
Deceased Members of the Gobbie & Benedetto
Families-Dr. & Mrs. Richard Gobbie

Friday, December 14
8:00 a.m. Hugh Hennessy-Family

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Saturday, December 15
4:30 p.m. A.J. Capul-Wife

Sunday, December 16
8:00 a.m. Ruth Stofcik-Tom & Elsie Horan

11:00 a.m. Parish Family

SUNDAY & DAILY READINGS FOR THE
SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Sunday: 6: Bar 5:1-9; Ps 126:1-6; Phil 1:4-6,8-11;
Lk 3:1-6

Monday: 181: Is 35:1-10; Ps 85:9ab-14; Lk 5:17-26

Tuesday: 182: Is 40:1-11; Ps 96:1-3,10a-c,11-13;
Mt 18:12-14

Wednesday: 690A: Zec 2:14-17 or Rv 11:19a; 12:1-6a,10ab;
(Ps) Jdt 13:18b-19; Lk 1:26-38 or Lk 1:39-47, or
any readings from the Common of
the Blessed Virgin Mary, nos. 707-712

Thursday: 184: Is 41:13-20; Ps 145:1,9-13ab; Mt 11:11-15
See 692: 2 Cor 10:17-11:2; Mt 25:1-13

Friday: 185: Is 48:17-19; Ps 1:1-4,6; Mt 11:16-19
See 693: 1 Cor 2:1-10a; Lk 14:25-33

Saturday: 186: Sir 48:1-4,9-11; Ps 80: 2-3,15-16,18-19;
Mt 17:9a,10-13

Sunday: 9: Zep 3:14-18a; (Ps) Is 12:2-6; Phil 4:4-7;

Lk 3:10-18

BLOOD PRESSURE SCREENING will not be held
this month of December and will return in January, 2019.

Altar Bread & Wine

In Memory of Charles Lori
by Family

©J.5. Paluch Co, Inc




Diocesan and Community Events

**ST. SEBASTIAN REGIONAL SCHOOL NEWS**
- Please send your prayer intentions to nzetty(@sssbv.org.
- fEnjoy0 and AKidStuffd coupon books are on sale M
at the School Office. They make great Christmas £
gifts and support the School.
- Help us fiStuff a Bus0 with toys for local children
in need. The bus will be parked in the School lot until Friday,
December 14.
- Help us teach children a second language. Do you know
anyone able to give us two days/week to teach K-6 grade chil-
dren a second language—even Sign Language!
Email nzetty@sssbv.org or call 724-929-5143 for more in-
formation.

**LESSONS AND CAROLS**

The fiLessons and CarolsO Service is composed of Lessons

(readings) from Scripture, followed by the singing of Advent

Hymns or Christmas Carols after each session. Both the Les-

sons and the Carols reflect the love, peace and happiness of

the Christmas season! fiLessons and CarolsO will take place at
the following churches:

M Blessed Sacrament Cathedral, 300 N. Main Street, Greens-
burg, 15601, today, Sunday, December 9, at 3:00 p.m. with
Bishop Malesic;

M St. Sebastian Church, 801 Broad Avenue, Belle Vernon,
15012, next Sunday, December 16, at 6:30 p.m.;

1 Holy Family Parish, 225 N. Second Street, West Newton,
15089, on Sunday, January 6, 2019, at 2:00 p.m.

Everyone is welcome and encouraged to attend.

JEREMIAH DAYS~VOCATIONS DISCERNMENT—for
boys in grade 6 through 8 and their parents—The Office for
Priestly Vocations is hosting this event on two Saturdays in
2019: February 9 and April 13, from 9:30 a.m. until 11:30 a.m.
at St. Barbara Parish, 111 Ramaley Road, Harrison City, 15636.
MELCHIZEDEK PROJECT~VOCATIONS DISCERN-
MENT—for young men in grades 9 through 1 2-The Office
for Priestly Vocations is hosting this event on four Sundays in
2019: February 17, March 10, April 14 and May 12, from
6:30 p.m. until 8:00 p.m. at Greensburg Catholic Junior-
Senior High School, 911 Armory Drive, Greensburg, 15601.

Please contact vocations@dioceseofgreensburg.org to register

for either of the Vocation Discernment events.

CATHOLIC CHARITIES offers faith-based assistance with
anxiety, depression, grief and loss, interpersonal conflicts, re-
covery support, parenting and family issues, anger manage-
ment and other personal and family issues for individuals, cou-
ples and families. Counseling is provided by licensed, profes-
sional and experienced therapists. Fees are low and many in-
surances are accepted. Offices are located in Greensburg, Indi-
ana, Uniontown, Kittanning and New Kensington. For more
information or an appointment, call 724-837-1840 or Email
counseling@dioceseofgreensburg.org.

ADVERTISER OF THE WEEK

IREGEMBO MOTORS

Support our advertisers who make our bulletin possible.




